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Eural  homemakers  usually  sit  in  on  the  family  discussions  of  farm  problems 
and  expenses.     If  well  thought  out,  their  opinions  on  such  matters  as  the  kind  of 
fences,  gates,  and  entrances  the  farm  shall  have  deserve  consideration.     So  \'7omen, 
as  well  as  their  hushands  and  other  menfolk,  ask  questions  on  many  points  that  make 
the  farmstead  look  more  attractive  or  keep  its  livestock  more  secure  or  protect  its 
crops  from  depredations. 

Talking  of  fences  conjures  up  a  picture  of  Tom  Sawyer  and  his  business  acu- 
men.   You  remember  how  Tom  got  the  neighborhood  gang  of  hoys  so  envious  of  his  job 
of  painting  the  fence  that  they  paid  him  for  the  privilege  of  doing  it  for  him.  Boys 
like  to  paint,  and  women  do,  too;  so  it's  not  uncommon  to  find  the  homemaker  and 
some  of  the  children  taking  care  of  the  fences  that  enclose  the  house,  lawn  and 
Icitchen  gai^den,  even  if  they  leave  the  other  kinds  to  the  men  of  the  family.  How- 
ever, many  a  farm  housewife  exerts  a  little  executive  ability  when  it  comes  to  get- 
ting the  fence  aro\.md  the  south  forty  mended  or  the  entrance  gate  fixed, 

Kow  for  some  facts  about  fences,  ga,tcs,  and  entrances: 

A  hundred  years  ago,  says  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Chemistry  and  Engineer- 
ing of  the  USDA,  farm  fences  were  made  mostly  of  rails,  boards,  field  stone,  or  by 
planting  hedges.     Stone  fences  provided  a  handy  place  to  put  the  unwanted  stones 
pJ-cked  up  when  fields  were  cleared.    Hedges  grew  from  bushes  like  barberry,  privet 

majay  other  low  shrubs  planted  to  outline  property  boundaries.    Rail  fences  were 
^ade  from  straight-grained  wood  from  the  home  woodlot.     These  types  of  fences  cost 
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little  "but  the  labor  of  the  farmer,  "but  each  had  certain  disadvantages.  And  in  some 
regions  it  was,  and  still  is,  impossible  to  get  enough  local  stone  or  timber  to  keep 
livestock  safely  within  bounds. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  of  stone  fences  is  the  amoujit  of  land  they  occupy. 
The  tv/o  or  three  feet  of  ground  covered  is  not  all.     The  adjacent  land  for  several 
feet  each  side,  as  with  other  fences  cannot  be  used  for  crops  requiring  machine  cuJ- 
tivation.     Stone  fences  also  harbor  vermin  and  rodent  posts,  trash,  brush  and  weeds, 
IThcy  must  have  well-drained  fotuidations  or  they  may  cause  a  field  to  flood. 

Hedge  fences  use  too  much  of  the  land  that  is  needed  for  crops,  and  they  must 
le  constantly  trimmed.    Hedge,  stone  and  rail  fences  all  have  high  maintenance  costs 
in  the  hand  labor  required  to  clear  out  weeds  and  brush.    IX'' en  if  the  farmer  or 
members  of  his  family  do  this  without  cash  expense,  it  takes  time  from  other  work. 

So  wire  fencing,-  either  barbed  v/ire  or  woven  wire-  has  come  increasingly 
into  use.    When  good  quality  galvanized  wire  is  bought  in  the  first  place,  atmosphe- 
ric corrosion  is  prevented.     If  properly  installed  on  sturdy,  well-set  fence  posts, 
such  fencing  lasts  for  years. 

Poultry  netting,  of  course,  has  many  uses  outside  the  chicken  yard  and  the 
family  tennis  or  bedminton  court,  if  there  is  one.     It  comes  in  various  weights, 
widths  and  sizes  of  mesh  to  meet  different  needs.     For  example,  for  lighter  breeds 
of  chickens  that  tend  to  fly  over  the  fence,  the  netting  should  be  72  inches  high, 
and  there  should  be  a  single  wire  on  a  bracket  facing  the  pen  side,  placed  above  the 
Wire  netting  to  discourage  birds  from  flying  over. 

Young  fruit  trees,  nursery  stock,  and  kitchen  gardens  often  need  protection 
from  rabbits  and  other  rodents.    Poultry  netting  with  I-I/2  inch  mesh  or  less  and 

feet  high  will  be  effective.    For  scattered  trees  the  netting  is  placed  around 
the  trunk.     In  regions  infested  with  cotton  tails  a  one-inch  mesh  poultry  netting 
13  inches  wide  is  used.     For  jackrabbits,  and  in  regions  of  heavy  snow,  higher 
I  shields  are  needed. 
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Board  fences  are  usually  preferred  for  paddocks  v/here  horses  are  kept  and  for 
defining  the  garden  area  immediately  around  the  farmhouse.    When  these  are  in  good 
order,  painted  white,  and  with  attractive  gates,  they  add  much  to  the  appearance  of 
the  entire  farmstead.     The  painting,  however,  increases  maintenance  cost,  at  least 
for  paint,  ovon  though  the  .jo"b  may  he  delegated  to  the  younger  momhers  of  the  family 
or  to  the  neighhorhood  hoys,  as  Tom  Sawyer  did. 

A  good  many  questions  arc  asked  ahout  electric  fences.     The  principle  is  not 
new,  and  the  electric  fence  has  hccn  manufactured  commercially  for  more  than  20 
years.  But  ujilcss  an  electric  fence  is  properly  installed  and  used,  even  at  extreme- 
ly low  voltage,  it  may  he  dangerous,  engineers  say.     Some  states  have  regulations 
concerning  the  use  of  electric  fences. 

The  location  of  the  entrance  gate  to  the  farmstead  is  of  more  importance  than 
what  it  is  made  of,  although  a  ch,?rming  gate  may  give  distinction  to  the  entire  homo. 
If  gates  open  onto  highways,  safety  is  a  prime  consideration  in  these  days  of  high- 
speed traffic.  The  entrance  to  the  roadway  must  he  well  drained  to  prevent  erosion 
and  to  permit  all-weather  use.    Approaches  should  have  an  inner  radius  of  30  to  40 
feet,  depending  on  whether  or  not  a  tractor  and  tra.ilcr  are  used.    Easy  curves  arc 

required  for  motor  vehicles,  and  the  direction  the  roadway  takes  inside  the  gate 
should  permit  driving  through  straight  ahead  without  having  to  hack  and  turn. 

A  farm  entrance  hidden  hy  trees  or  shruhhery  is  dangerous  hoth  to  the  farmer 
and  his  family  and  to  travellers  on  the  road.    A  slow-moving  vehicle  or  farm  imple- 
ment coning  out  of  such  an  entrance  nay  hlock  the  highway  and  endanger  hoth  farmer 
sndnotorist.    The  ideal  entrance  to  a  farmstead  or  to  a  field  or  pasture  entered 
fron  the  highway  has  its  gate  set  hack  ahout  20  feet  from  the  fence  line  he  means  of 
3^  offset  extending  inward.     This  provides  a  safe  place  for  autonohiles,  teams,  and 
^nplencnts  to  stand  while  the  gate  is  heing  opened  or  closed.     If  the  fence  curves 
gently  in  to  the  gateway  even  a  tractor  pulling  implements  may  swing  in  toward  the 
gate  without  moving  over  dangerously  into  the  line  of  opposing  highway  traffic.  A 
evel  entrance  or  one  on  a  gentle  slope  is  less  trying  on  hrakes  and  far  safer 
than  one  located  on  a  hillside. 
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